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CIVIL FILINGS FUEL CONTINUED GROWTH
IN TRIAL COURT CASELOAD

By Dag Macleod
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for all superior courts, 23 of the 58 courts have reported more
defailed data on this case type for a long enough period to
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While civil case filings reversed their decline, criminal case filings re-
freated from the sustained increase that they had exhibited in recent Figure 5. Sample of Limited Civil Unlawful
years. Fiscal year 2007-2008 marks only the second year since Detainer Filings: FY 2003-04 to 2007-08
fiscal year 2000-2001 that criminal filings have not increased
(figure 6).
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Fiscal year 2007-2008 marks only the second year since fiscal year 2000-2001 that

criminal filings have not increased.

The numbers of juvenile delinquency and juvenile depen-
dency filings went in opposite directions in fiscal year
2007-2008. Delinquency filings continued climbing for
the fifth consecutive year, rising by almost 3 percent fo
more than 107,000, an increase of 15 percent in the last
five years (figure 8).

Juvenile dependency filings fell by almost 8 percent in fiscal
year 2007-2008. However, given the three years of sus-

fained growth before that year, juvenile dependency filings
are sfill 2 percent above their level five years ago (figure 9).
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Figure 8. Statewide Filings of Juvenile
Delinquency Cases: FY 1998-99 to 2007-08
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Both major categories of family law filings were also down
in the last fiscal year. After fluctuating for a number of years,
petitions for divorce and other forms of dissolufion declined
by a litfle more than 1 percent to 152,000 in fiscal year
2007-2008 f(figure 10). The category of other family law
petitions—which includes Department of Child Support
Services pefitions for the enforcement of child support orders,
domestic violence resfraining orders, and adoption and
paternity pefiions—fell by almost 5 percent in fiscal year
20072008 and is now 8.7 percent below where it stood
five years ago, at just over 290,000 filings (figure 11).

Figure 7. Statewide Filings of Felony Cases:
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Figure 9. Statewide Filings of Juvenile
Dependency Cases: FY 1998-99 to 2007-08
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Figure 10. Statewide Filings of Marital
Dissolution Cases: FY 1998-99 to 2007-08
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Figure 11. Statewide Filings of Family
Law Petitions: FY 1998-99 to 2007-08
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Business intelligence is the merger of data and analysis in support of the goals of an organization. The Office of Court Research
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