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Who Am I and Why Am I Here?
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Our Agenda F "’F Z/

*Emphasis in extant research is on declines in marriage,
rise in cohabitation and non-marital fertility, and more
recently in complex families - - but little is known about
the processes involved in low-income women’s romantic
relationships and how they contribute to persistent poverty
and inequality among their children.

*We are going to dig a bit deeper today. . . using
longitudinal ethnographic data we will explore context and
meaning in these relationships and whether we are even
asking the right questions about them . . .will move
beyond the usual suspects of the “why”

Our Agenda (cont’d) ( C{ ZJ
*Perspectives that guide the work 2

*Quick tutorial on team ethnography; what the data look
like
*A word on reflexivity

*Three stories: (1) marriage or intimate union patterns
and the role of domestic violence and sexual abuse; (2) the
structure of complex multiple partner fertility
relationships and the role of inequality; (3) circling back
to the beginning - - the role of trust in low-income
women’s intimate unions

eImplications for public policy
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What I Have Come To Know ( ﬂfgj

I need to become a better consumer of country western
music because as Leann Rimes says “Nothin’ ‘Bout Love
Makes Sense”

*Policy-makers, sociologists, and economists may be too
captivated by marriage and miss the underlying story
*This is not a story anchored in the bifurcation of
marriage and fertility, but rather one that is caught in the
crosshairs of abuse, seeking romance, and parenting

Jobs and money are part of the story, but not all of it
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Ways of Thinking ( \'\.U

*Will emphasize the potential contradictions between what
low-income women say and do in the course of moving
through relationships; pay attention to their “accounts”

* The importance of romance

* Stratification, inequality, and being “chosen” - - the
validation story

*The role of uncertainty in women’s everyday lives

*The role of development, domestic violence, and sexual
abuse in the “marriage story”

Methods

Welfare, Children, and Families:
A Three City Study

The

Survey
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and Non-Hispa
with targs e 2o 4,
interviewed 24 months
Follow-up interviews will take place every
6 months until completion of study
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45 h a child under

Survey
* 2402 Families

1 * Lstmated 40% on TANE
imbedded Developmental Study « Estimated 80% of familics with
Subsample of the families in the survey incomes below poverty;
700 young children age 2 : between the poverty line
and their caregivers and 200% of the poverty line
Home observatons and child care * Structured interviews every
observations ¢very 18 months 18 months
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Three-City Ethnography
Communication Process

Triad of

Communication

TPQ Group Listserv »

Other Team Listservs »

Cyberspace
Communications

/ Bulletin Boards »
Restricted Project Website »

TPQ Group Conference Calls

Inteenal Consultants Network «

Senior Team Bi-monthly

T le Conference Calls

Co unications Reporting /Safety

nmittee

Clarification Discussions

‘Weekly Project Meetings at Sites s

Visits Across Sites and Componentse
By Individuals and Teams

Multi-§

“Team Meetings / Retrcats »

Subgroup Meetings »

Forms of Data: Raw and Processed

Field Readiness: 22 Focus Groups Actoss Sites and Neighborhoods:wit
Disability and Non-Disability Families

“Chronicles of Structured Discovery”

Field Notes and Context Notes (e.g, In-depth Interviews, Key Informant
Interviews; Participant Observations)—Also in NUDIST Projects

Detailed Family Profiles—Organized by Topics

Taped and Digitally Recorded Interviews (Transctibed)

Family Records and Artistic Expressions (e.g., legal documents, letters
from social service agencies, poems and songs written by respondents)

GIS Macros (e.g., locations of family’s support networks, childcare, and
health care resources)—Geoethnography and “Jumping Scale”

T with GPS units—Poverty and Homeplace

Ethnography of Ethnographers

All available relevant secondary neighborhood data (e.g, crime statistics,
social service availability, etc., )

Historical documents, newspaper records, photos




CODING SCHEME FROM THREE-CITY STUDY
ABU (abuse-- physical, verbal, sexual)
ADL (Adolescents—any information pertaining to adolescents in t
household)
ADT (adultification—any reference to a child’s taking on adult roles or
responsibilities; being placed in adult situations; acting more like an adult
than a young child; exhibiting adult knowledge)
AFF (Affect —Use to code text that indicates an emotional or psychological
state or expression; emotionally laden reflections by the mother/caregiver on
her life; topics that arouse strong emotion; any reference to stress, being
overwhelmed)
CFL (conflict—Use to code situations, references to conflicts of
various kinds)
CHC (Child care arrangements current and past, quality of care, typical
day of child care)
CHD (Child development--the activities, context, goals, and values around
the child as he/she acts/develops; the skills and behavior of the child;
child’s roles and responsibilities. Use to co-code with FCH when the
information is specific to the focal child or with SIB or ADL when it is
specific to the other children in the household.)
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Program
Project Core

~ Data management and Statistical core

Ethnography
~ 72 African American and
Non-Hispanic White families

~ Prognant Moms with target
child age 2- 4

~ Project 1: Emotional Regulation

and Temperament Preram
Project Core

~ 1200 African American
and Non-Hispanic White
families in 6 counties
in PA nd NC

REiect 2 Compatancascd]

~ Interviews and Participant il

Observation monthly
for 3 years

~ Project 3; Family Processes

~ 20 families with a child ~ Project 4: Work and Family

under 8 with a disability

~ 860 families < 200%
Poverty Level

~ Project 5: Community and
Family Ethnography
~ 18 small towns and

hamists (n § countice

in PA and ~ 340 families >200% Poverty Level

Project 5 :
Family & Community
Ethnography

~ Structure Interviews and Home and
Child Care, Observations at Birth,
2,6,9,12, 15, 18, 21, 24, 27, 30, 33,
and 38 months
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A Note on Ethnography, Poverty,
Mothers’ Lives, and

Reflexivity

Otilia Burton
1972 - 2007




Are We Asking the Right Questions?
Marriage, Intimate Union Patterns,
and Domestic Violence, Sexual Abuse

and the Life Course

TR
N

Patterns of Union Formation (ﬂy

\

* Sustained Unions: One sustained union, or

two unions, at least one sustained, with little
time between them. Defining characteristic
is that the woman has been in long-term
unions most of her life with only one or two

men.

* 48% fit this pattern




Patterns of Union Formation [ 7 D

Transient Unions: A series of short-term
unions. May be sequential with different men
or a long-term involvement with a man that
cycles between living together and breaking
up. Women in this category experience unions
as short-term partnerships and rarely live
without partners for substantial periods of
time.

* 34% fit this pattern

Patterns of Union Formation [ 7 U

Abated Unions: One or two unions of modest
duration and no subsequent unions. These
are women who indicated that they are not
interested in forming another union with a
man and have effectively taken themselves off

the market.

* 18% fit this pattern

% N
Definitions and Measurement of Abuse / "7 U

* Sexual abuse: Lifetime experiences of rape,

molestation, parent-enforced prostitution, or
witnessing incest acts.

* 39% reported being sexually abused

» Physical abuse: Lifetime experiences of physical

beatings (not spanking), attacks with weapons, or
witnessing extreme physical beating of parents or
siblings.

* 62% reported experiencing physical abuse

* 65% reported either sexual or physical abuse




Union Patterns by Timing of Abuse/ 4 D

Union Patterns

Sustained Transient Abated
N=109) (N=78) (N=41)
9 None 9 7
=
ﬁ Childhood only 6 5 5)
S
©
% Adulthood only 17 21
E  Childhood and 12 17
H  adulthood
Total 100% 100% 100%
Union Patterns by Type of Abuse / ¥ 2)
Union Patterns =
Sustained  Transient Abated
(N=109) (N=78) (N=41)
§ None 9 %
2 Sexual abuse only 2 4 3
E
(=]
o Physical abuse 15 12
[_%: only
Sexual and 18 7
physical abuse
Total 100% 100% 100%
@)

Multiple Partner Fertility, Complex

Families, and Inequality
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Types of Multiple Partner Fertility Family ."7

Structures 2/

= Simple -- children’s parents have procreated only with
each other

= Complex-- children’s parents have procreated with
multiple partners

= Complex Mother -- children’s mothers have procreated
with multiple partners

= Complex Partner -- childten’s fathers and/or mothers’
partners have procreated with multiple partners

= Complex Both -- both children’s mothers and children’s
fathers and/or mothers’ partners have procreated with
multiple partners

®

Distribution of Multiple Partner
Fertility Structures by
Race/Ethnicity

Mia’s Family: No MPF

Mia Bernard

Bernard Jr. Evan Tenise
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Colleen’s Family: MPF Mother
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Karen’s Family: MPF Both
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Romance and Rostering
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Inequality Among Siblings \ *D

Tracy has six children. Her two oldest children
were fathered by Sean, her three middle ones by Samuel,
and her youngest by Franklin. Sean and Samuel receive
health insurance benefits through their employment.
Sean provides health insurance for his two children, but
Samuel refuses to pay for health insurance for his three
children. Franklin is nowhere to be found, so Tracy’s
youngest child receives Medicaid benefits. Tracy reports
that she and her three middle children are uninsured
while her two oldest children and her youngest child
have health insurance.

Stratification and Inequality f ; )

*Not so common “othermothering”

*Child-swapping

*“Choose Me”

*“And now I’m with a black man who has babies with 5 white
women. But ’m his #1. Those women buy him stuff and
he gives it to me. I got a cell phone that one of them

bought right now. Gotcha! [She laughs]. Who’s got the
juice now, huh? Who’s #1 now, huh?”

€))

The Role of Trust in
Low-Income Mothets’

Intimate Unions

13
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Marriage Going Once, Twice, i 0 ﬂ ‘
Three Times... N J

I’m gonna’ be just like that rich lady on the
news. I’ll get married three times. I hooked up
with the first man for sex [lust] . . . the second
man I will marry is the father of my children. ..
and after they are all raised and he is dead, the last
one will be for me. He will be the man I really
love . . . the one I give my everything. He will be

my soul-mate. I can’t wait!

TR
“Trust is Like Jell-0” F ‘f U

Trust is like Jell-o. Men and women don't know
what it's made of, but can make it whatever they need
it to be to justify a hook-up, stay in a bad relationship,
leave what looks like a good one, or protect themselves
from relationships altogether. Jell-o is jiggly. It comes
in many colors. You can make it into something that
doesn't look like the Jell-o you started with. Trust is
jiggly and it can look like something it is not. You
can't trust trust and you can't trust Jell-o! That's what
I've learned about trust from working with poor

families.

Generalized Gender Distrust and ( ff N
Forms of Situational Trust \! U

* 96 % of the mothers in the ethnography consistently indicated over the
course of the study that, in general, they did not trust men. Mothers made
comments such as, “Men are dogs, you can’t trust any of them;” “Don’t trust
a man any farther than you can throw him;” “They are dirty, all of them.”

*Yet, mothers were not shying away from intimate unions.
* Rather, all mothers deployed some form of situational trust in their various
unions over the 2- to 4-year period ethnographers regularly visited with

them.

*What forms of situational trust did mothers’ deploy?

14



Evidence of
Suspended

‘Gradual relationship entry

“Fantasy Romance” perspective
gradually replaced by “Real World”
perspective

‘Gathers considerable evidence about
partner’s trustworthiness

Lives are deeply intertwined across
limited roles and functions

‘Guarded emotional ties

May have other partners as “placeholders”

* Rapid relatonship entry Gradual relationship entry

.

May have other partners as “placeholders”

Partners’
Interdependence

* “Romantic Fantasy” perspective ® Balanced “Romantic Fantasy” and

© Litdle interest in acquiring evidence “Real World” perspectives
of partner's trustworthiness even & Gathers considerable evidence about
in th ‘of obvious signs that caution partner’s trustworthiness

Lives are deeply intertwined across
multiple roles and functions

Stable emotional tes.
Rarely has other partners as “placeholders”

i
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Suspended Trust ( fﬂ\)

I ain’t looking for that love shit,” she
declared. “I need a man to help me for a
minute, and he’s out of my house after that. You
see, we got to have an understanding. I get
what I need, he gets what he needs, and it’s a
done deal. I don’t need to know nothin’ about
how he gets what he gets [e.g., acquiring
financial resources]. I don’t want to know
nothin’ that particular. I’m in control. I run
this shit up in here.

Misplaced Trust \( _:(2)

I am scared to live alone, and I feel safe
when a man is around. I know that he will
learn to love me, because I give
everything...a lot of love, mostly. My man
right now, I give him a house to live in and
a child to love. I believe he will do right by
me. I trust him.

15



Misplaced Trust (cont’d) \[*U

Her boyfriend frequently climbed out
of their bedroom window at night to visit the
woman down the hall. Yet, Helena continued to
hope that their relationship would last. She said,
“He ain’t going no where. We need each other.”
Within one week of making that statement,
Helena’s boyfriend moved in with the other

‘woman.

TR

7
Misplaced Trust (cont’d) \ 1@

Shortly after her boyfriend left, Helena
became so depressed and anxious that she had to
be hospitalized for three weeks. When asked
what she would do if her boyfriend returned, she
said, “I would marry him. He can come back. He
can come back. I know he didn’t mean to hurt me.
I know way down inside, I can trust him.”

TR

/
Compartmentalized Trust ﬂZJ

Margarita indicated that she trusted her
partner, but only to provide financially for her
children and to send money to support her family
in Central America. She said, “Our relationship is
not love, I do not trust him with my heart. I have
someone else [a paramour in Central America]
that I can trust with my heart. We [Margarita and
her husband] trust each other only for some
things. It’s like a business agreement and I can
depend on him to do is job.”

16



Integrated Trust i * U

Shana recalls that she decided to pursue a
relationship with her husband after “checking him
out” for a year. “I watched how he handled his
business and treated other people’s feelings, and if
he did what he said he was going to do....and he
did.” Shana and her husband were very mindful
of each other’s needs and devoted special time,
in their day, to tend to their relationship. She
stated, “We trust each other very much. I don’t
know what we would do without each other.”

Percent Types of Trust by Intimate Union Patterns Th{ee;v~ N
City Study Ethnography A W
(N=228 Families) —

Intimate Union Patterns
Types of Trust Sustained Transitory Abated
IN=109) IN=178) (N=41)

Suspended 12% 31 % 56%
Misplaced 0% 61 % 12%
Compartmentalized  40% 8% 24%
Integrated 48 % 0% 7%

=0
Percent History of Abuse by Forms of Trust ( *r i
Three-City Study Ethnography \! JZJ
(IN=228 Families) o

Forms of Trust

History of

Abuse Suspended Misplaced Compart. Integ.
(N=60) (IN=53) (N=60) (IN=55)

No 25% 13% 37% 69%

Yes 75% 87% 63% 31%
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It is Complicated d :’: 7\‘\:

L S
* As policy-makers, researchers, and practitioners are we asking the
right questions?
* We should be focusing on patterns of intimate unions rather than
marriage
*Histories of Child Abuse and Domestic Violence Matter “Big Time!”
*Multiple partner fertility is creating new systems of stratification and
inequality among siblings
*Romance is very important but not taken into account by most
researchers and policy-makers.
*Trust is not what it often seems to be
* We have to look beyond aggregate patterns in the decline of
marriage to understand the realities of romance among low-income

mothers and what it means for sustained poverty and inequality

®

Questions and Discussion:

Implications for Public Policy
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