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Waiver authority.

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through (3) as subpara-
graphs (A) through (C), respectively, and realigning the left
margin of subparagraph (C) so as to align with subparagraphs
(A) and (B) (as so redesignated);

(2) by inserting “(1)” after “(b)”; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(2) An Indian tribe or tribal organization operating a program
under section 455(f) shall be considered a State for purposes of
authority to conduct an experimental, pilot, or demonstration project
under subsection (a) to assist in promoting the objectives of part
D of title IV and receiving payments under the second sentence
of that subsection. The Secretary may waive compliance with any
requirements of section 455(f) or regulations promulgated under
that section to the extent and for the period the Secretary finds
necessary for an Indian tribe or tribal organization to carry out
such project. Costs of the project which would not otherwise be
included as expenditures of a program operating under section
455(f) and which are not included as part of the costs of projects
under section 1110, shall, to the extent and for the period prescribed
by the Secretary, be regarded as expenditures under a tribal plan
or plans approved under such section, or for the administration
of such tribal plan or plans, as may be appropriate. An Indian
tribe or tribal organization applying for or receiving start-up pro-
gram development funding pursuant to section 309.16 of title 45,
Code of Federal Regulations, shall not be considered to be an
Indian tribe or tribal organization operating a program under sec-
tion 455(f) for purposes of this paragraph.”.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 453(f) (42 U.S.C.
653(f)) is amended by inserting “and tribal” after “State” each
place it appears.

SEC. 303. SENSE OF THE CONGRESS REGARDING OFFERING OF VOL-
UNTARY PARENTING TIME ARRANGEMENTS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds as follows:

(1) The separation of a child from a parent does not end
the financial or other responsibilities of the parent toward
the child.

(2) Increased parental access and visitation not only
improve parent-child relationships and outcomes for children,
but also have been demonstrated to result in improved child
support collections, which creates a double win for children—
a more engaged parent and improved financial security.

(b) SENSE OF THE CONGRESS.—It is the sense of the Congress
that—

(1) establishing parenting time arrangements when
obtaining child support orders is an important goal which
should be accompanied by strong family violence safeguards;
and

(2) States should use existing funding sources to support
the establishment of parenting time arrangements, including
child support incentives, Access and Visitation Grants, and
Healthy Marriage Promotion and Responsible Fatherhood
Grants.



