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CFCC Grant Application—Fiscal Years 2024–2025 through 2026–
2027 

 
ACCESS TO VISITATION GRANT APPLICATION 

Judicial Council of California, Center for Families, Children & the Courts, Access to Visitation Grant 
Program, invites superior courts to respond to the Grant Application for funding for fiscal years 2024–
25 through 2026–27 to enable noncustodial parents and their children to participate in supervised 
visitation and exchange services, education, and group counseling programs. This application 
provides detailed information necessary to prepare and respond to the grant application proposal for 
Access to Visitation Grant funding. The terms and conditions and grant reporting requirements can be 
found on the Access to Visitation website. 

Program Description 

The Grants for States for Child Access and Visitation, under the Personal Responsibility and Work 
Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA) of 19961 enable states to establish programs that support 
and facilitate noncustodial parents’ visitation with and access to their children. The Judicial Council is 
required to annually apply for the federal Child Access and Visitation Grant Program funds and to 
award this funding to the superior courts throughout California. The Access to Visitation Grant Program 
seeks to ensure accessible and available services statewide for low-income families with children whose 
custody and visitation issues are now or have been before the family courts. 

Amount of Funds Available 

Subject to the availability of federal funding, the amount of grant funds to be awarded to courts 
statewide is approximately $655,000 each year. Grant recipients will be required to provide a 20 
percent (non-federal) match. 

 
Grant Application Eligibility 

Superior courts throughout California are eligible to apply for and receive the Access to Visitation Grant 
funds, which are 100 percent federal funds. The family law divisions of the superior courts are required 
to administer the programs. The applicant court acts as the designated lead agency for the grant and is 
responsible for the administration and coordination of the project, serving as the primary liaison with 
Judicial Council program staff for the Access to Visitation Grant Program. Any other nonprofit agencies 
desiring to participate must do so as part of the court’s Access to Visitation Grant application. To 
determine a court’s grant funding amount eligibility, please see Attachment C. 

Submission Deadline: Proposals must be received through Submittable by Monday, November 13, 
2023, by 5:00 p.m. 

Contact Information: For questions regarding this grant application, please contact Shelly La 
Botte, Access to Visitation Grant Program Coordinator at 916-643-7065, or email to 
shelly.labotte@jud.ca.gov. 

1 (Pub. L. 104–193 (Aug. 22, 1996) 110 Stat. 2258) 

https://www.courts.ca.gov/cfcc-accesstovisitation.htm
mailto:shelly.labotte@jud.ca.gov
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Federal Child Access and Visitation Grant Program 

On August 22, 1996, the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA) 
of 1996 (Pub. L. 104–193 (Aug. 22, 1996) 110 Stat. 2258) was signed into law. Since 1997, Congress 
has authorized $10 million in block grants, called Grants to States for Child Access and Visitation, as 
part of PRWORA to enable states to establish programs that support and facilitate noncustodial parents’ 
visitation with and access to their children. The Judicial Council is required to annually apply to the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, Administration of Children and Families, Office of Child 
Support Enforcement2, under section 669B of PRWORA, for federal Child Access and Visitation Grant 
Program funds3 and to award this funding to the superior courts throughout California. 

 
The federal Child Access and Visitation Grant Program is a formula grant. Funding allocations to the 
states are based on the number of single-parent households. The grant funder requires each state to 
provide a 10 percent match in order to be eligible for federal grant funds. The California Access to 
Visitation Grant Program requires an additional 10 percent match for a total of 20 percent (nonfederal) 
match under the grant program. The additional 10 percent match by either the court and/or its 
subcontractor aims to assist with program sustainability planning. 

 
California’s Access to Visitation Grant Program. Under state funding, California Access to Visitation 
Grants for family court cases are awarded to the superior courts through a competitive grant application 
process. Applicants are strongly encouraged to involve multiple courts and/or multiple agencies in their 
proposed programs with one court designated as the lead or administering applicant court. While 
superior courts may contract with local community-based justice partners (i.e., subcontractor agencies) 
to provide the direct services on behalf of the court, Judicial Council contract agreements are made only 
with the designated superior court. Grant recipient courts are required to enter into a contract agreement 
or Memorandum of Understanding with their designated local subcontractor(s). 

 
Each court that partners with the applicant court is a separate individual stand-alone court-based 
program under the umbrella of the designated lead applicant court. The partnering courts are 
responsible for the operation and administration of their own local Access to Visitation Grant Program. 
The applicant court acts as the designated lead administering court and is responsible for the 
administration and coordination of the project and works as the primary liaison with Judicial Council 
program staff. The court subcontracts with a local community agency to provide the service in 
partnership with the court. 

 
1.2 Federal and State Program Goals 

The congressional goal of the Child Access and Visitation Grant Program is to “remove barriers and 
increase opportunities for biological parents who are not living in the same household as their children 

2 Fam. Code, § 3204(a). 
3   Fam. Code, § 3204(a).  
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to become more involved in their children’s lives.”4 Under the federal statute, Child Access and 
Visitation Grant funds may be used to support and facilitate noncustodial parents’ access to and 
visitation with their children by means of activities including mediation (both voluntary and mandatory), 
counseling, education, development of parenting plans, visitation enforcement (including monitoring, 
supervision and neutral drop-off and pick-up), and development of guidelines for alternative custody 
arrangements.5 

 
The use of the funds in California, however, is limited by state statute to three types of programs:6 

 
 Supervised visitation and exchange services; 
 Education about protecting children during family disruption; and 
 Group counseling services for parents and children. 

 
The state goals for California’s Access to Visitation Grant Program are to enable parents and children to 
participate in supervised visitation, education, and group counseling programs—irrespective of the 
parents’ marital status and whether the parties are currently living separately—and to promote and 
encourage healthy relationships between noncustodial parents and their children while ensuring the 
children’s health, safety, and welfare.7 

 
The grant program seeks to ensure accessible and available services statewide for low-income families 
with children whose custody and visitation issues are now or have been before the family courts. The 
federal Child Access and Visitation Grant Program is a grant for direct services. Grant-related services 
must be designed to increase and support noncustodial parents’ access to and visitation with their 
children. Funding provides access to noncustodial parents that do not have access to their child, and 
thus, all other goals are subordinate or secondary benefits resulting from the program. 

 
1.3 Grant Applicant Eligibility 

Superior courts throughout California are eligible to apply for and receive the Access to Visitation Grant 
funds, which are 100 percent federal funds. The family law divisions of the superior courts are required 
to administer the programs. Program administrators should collaborate with other courts and agencies in 
other jurisdictions, with one court acting as a lead agency or an administering court. Any other agencies 
desiring to participate must do so as part of the courts Access to Visitation Grant application. 

 
1.4 Grant Award Period 

Subject to the availability of federal funding, the superior courts selected by the Judicial Council for 
grant funding will receive funding for three years (contract is on annual basis) commencing April 1, 
2024, through March 31, 2027. The contract agreements between the Judicial Council and the superior 
courts will be written as single year contract agreements renewable subject to available funds. 

4 42 U.S.C. § 669b. 
5 Ibid. 
6 Fam. Code, § 3204(b)(1). 
7 Ibid. 
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1.5 Grant Funding Amounts 

The funding amounts are based on an allocation method adopted by the Judicial Council. Grant funding 
amounts are divided into three categories: a maximum of $45,000, a maximum $60,000, and a 
maximum of $100,000. Two demographic factors are used to determine which of the three funding 
categories would apply to a given court: (1) the number of single-parent households in the county, from 
the U.S. Census data; and (2) the number of individuals with income below the poverty level in the 
county, per U.S. Census data8. To determine a court’s grant funding amount eligibility, please see 
Attachment C. 

 
1.6 Eligible Grant Recipient of Services (Target Population) 

The recipients of the proposed services should be low-income, separated, separating, divorced, or 
unmarried parents and their children who are involved in custody and visitation proceedings under the 
Family Code. Grant funds can only be used to serve noncustodial parents. 9 Funds for this grant may not 
be used to provide services in dependency cases or as part of any dependency proceedings, or for Tribes 
or Tribal Courts, or to provide off-site or in-home supervised visitation services. 

 
1.7 Midyear Reallocation 

Under the Child Access and Visitation Grant Program, the federal Office of Child Support Enforcement 
is required to monitor and track whether states have spent their full grant award allocations. Under 
federal guidelines, unused funds do not roll over to the next fiscal year but revert to the federal 
government. To ensure that all state grant funds will be spent, Judicial Council staff will conduct a 
midyear reallocation process during the fiscal year and may redistribute funds among other grantees to 
ensure that all available funds are used. 

 
Each applicant court will receive a midyear reallocation questionnaire to help Judicial Council program 
staff evaluate (using established criteria) the court/subcontractor funding needs and to determine 
whether courts will use their full grant award allocation. The ability of the Judicial Council to 
redistribute additional funds depends on the return of funds by courts that do not anticipate spending, 
courts that withdraw from the program, and courts that will not spend their full grant award allocation. 
Reallocation of grant funds is subject to the approval of the Judicial Council. 

 
 
 

8 The U.S. Census data of 2010 is used for determining a court’s grant funding category. 
9  Supervised visitation and exchange services are intended to serve the needs of the noncustodial parent and not 

custodial parents, grandparents, distant relatives, etc. According to the federal goal of the grant program, the 
Child Access and Visitation Grant Program is intended to increase opportunities for biological parents who 
are not living in the same household as their children to become involved in their children’s lives. The child 
being in the temporary custody of the grandparent does not mean that the grandparent is the parent— they are 
seen as temporary custodians. The child still has a noncustodial (NCP) parent, and the grant is intended to 
provide services for the NCP and not the grandparent. 
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2.0 GRANT TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 

2.1 Grant Compliance Requirements 

Applicants awarded grant funding must meet all federal and state grant requirements and adhere to the 
terms and conditions of the standard contract agreement to receive Access to Visitation Grant funds. 
Each applicant court and each subcontractor agency must comply with their proposed plan as set out in 
the grant application unless a modification is approved by the Judicial Council. The court and 
subcontractor will be required to provide quarterly statistical data collection reports and bi-annual 
progress summary reports to Judicial Council program staff. Judicial Council program staff will provide 
guidelines and requirements for these reports. Failure to comply with grant requirements can result in 
termination of the contract and redistribution of the funds to other courts. The Judicial Council will not 
award grant funding or will terminate funding to programs that do not meet grant compliance 
requirements. 

 
2.2 Standards of Practice for Providers of Supervised Visitation 

All supervised visitation and exchange programs funded under this grant program must comply with Family 
Code section 3200.5 and all requirements of the Uniform Standards of Practice for Providers of Supervised 
Visitation as set forth in Standard 5.20 of the California Standards of Judicial Administration.10 These 
standards can be found on the Judicial Council website. 

 

3.0   GRANT APPLICATION SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

3.1   How to Apply 

This section is intended to provide the applicant with instructions for what the grant application proposal 
should include for submission. The grant application proposal should be completed through Submittable 
including Attachments. The grant application proposal must be signed by the appropriate authorized court 
representative and received by the deadline date. 

 
3.2     Instructions and Deadline for Submission of Grant Application Proposals 
The completed application must be received through Submittable by 5 p.m., Monday, November 13, 2023. 
Please submit your application online using this link. Applications that are late will not be accepted for 
grant review. For instructions on how to submit your application using Submittable, please visit How can I 
submit?  

 
3.3  Grant Applicant Webinar Sessions 

Judicial Council program staff will offer several webinars for interested applicants. Courts and interested 
community-based justice partners will have the opportunity to ask questions regarding the grant 
application and its requirements. The applicant webinar sessions are scheduled for:   

       10 Family Code § 3202(a). 

 

https://www.courts.ca.gov/cms/rules/index.cfm?title=standards&linkid=standard5_20
https://judicialcouncilofcalifornia.submittable.com/submit/f859a1ec-e5d4-44f8-8f28-ccb813cbe040/access-to-visitation-grant-program-fy-2023-24-through-2025-26
https://submittable.help/en/articles/904856-how-can-i-submit
https://submittable.help/en/articles/904856-how-can-i-submit
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• Thursday September 21, 2023, from 10:00–11:30 a.m. 

• Thursday, October 5, 2023, from 2:00–3:30 p.m. 

The applicant webinars are optional. Participants interested in the webinars should register here.  Webinar 
instructions will be sent to participants in an email prior to the scheduled webinar. Webinar participants will 
need to have internet access, log into Zoom using a computer or personal electronic device or be able to call 
in by phone to join the discussion.  

 
To ensure a fair process, applicants (including interested community-based partners and co-applicants) 
are requested to submit questions in advance through the Survey Monkey registration link above. 
Questions for the Webinar Zoom sessions should be received by the deadline date of September 20, 
2023, by 5:00 p.m., and October 4, 2023, by 5:00 p.m. Requests for clarification or guidance should 
indicate the grant application page number and section and state the question clearly. Judicial Council 
staff will consolidate or paraphrase questions for efficiency and clarity. Questions and answers will be 
posted on the Access to Visitation website within one week following the webinar and may be 
updated, as needed. 

 
4.0 EVALUATION AND REVIEW PROCESS FOR THE GRANT APPLICATION 
PROPOSALS 

 
4.1 Grant Review Process 

The grant funds will be awarded with the intent to approve as many requests as possible while assuring 
that each proposal would provide beneficial services and satisfy the overall goals of the program.11 To 
ensure a fair and unbiased selection process, Judicial Council program staff will convene the 
establishment of a Grant Review Group (GRG). The role of the GRG grant reviewers will be to read, 
score, and evaluate each grant application proposal using the scoring evaluation criteria outlined under 
this grant application. 

 
 

11 Fam. Code, § 3204(b)(2). 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2023grantapplicationworkshops
http://www.courts.ca.gov/cfcc-accesstovisitation.htm
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Judicial Council program staff will submit the GRG ranking results to the Family and Juvenile Law 
Advisory Committee. The Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee will make grant funding 
recommendations to the Judicial Council. Judicial Council program staff will not participate in the 
evaluation or scoring of any grant application proposals. 

 
4.2 Grant Application Evaluation Criteria and Scoring 

All grant application proposals will be subject to a review process criterion outlined in Attachment A in 
this grant application. The grant application proposals will be read as a whole to understand the 
program design and operations. Reviewers will score each application based upon the responsiveness to 
the application. 

 
Grant funding recommendations will not be based on numeric scores alone. The committee 
recommendations will also seek to ensure that the program goals represent statewide geographical 
diversity in service delivery, including population and court size. The Scoring Sheet used for the review 
process is included in this grant application as Attachment A and is for informational purposes only. The 
Judicial Council makes the final decision regarding all awards of grant funding. 

 
Below is a summary of the scoring system for evaluation of the grant application proposals. 
A total of 105 points (including bonus points) will be scored under this grant application as 
follows: 

 
1. Grant application proposal narrative section (total of 100 points) 

a. Strength of Program Services (50 points) 
b. Strength of Partnerships (20 points) 
c. Evaluation (20 points) 
d. Budget (10 points) 

 
2. Automatic bonus points for multiple court and subcontractor collaborations (5 points). 

Multicourt collaboration is defined as a lead applicant court in collaboration with multiple 
courts and/or counties from other jurisdictions. Multiagency collaboration is defined as a single 
applicant court in collaboration with several (at least two or more agencies) local service 
providers as the court’s subcontractors for the Access to Visitation Grant Program. Multiagency 
collaboration does not mean multiple site locations. 

 
4.3 Timeline 

The following is a tentative timeline of activities related to this grant application. All dates are subject to 
change at the discretion of the Judicial Council. 
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Dates Grant 
Activities 

September 2023 Release of grant application 
September 20 and October 4, 2023  Deadline for Questions for Grant Applicant Webinars 

Email to shelly.labotte@jud.ca.gov  
September 21 and October 5, 2023  Grant Applicant Webinar 

 Register here.  Zoom Instructions will be sent to attendees 

November 13, 2023  Proposals/grant applications must be received through Submittable by 
5:00 p.m.  

November–December 2023 Review, selection, and recommendation of grant awards 

December 2023  Family and Juvenile Law Committee Meeting 

January 2024 Drafting and preparation of Judicial Council report 

March 2024 Judicial Council Meeting 

March 2024 Notification of grant awards 

March 2024 Request to submit revised court/subcontractor budgets for 
contract agreements for fiscal year 2024–25 funding period 

April 1, 2024 Grant period begins (Fiscal Year 2024–25) 

 
 

4.4 Notification of Grant Awards 

The Judicial Council determines the final number and amount of grants to be awarded to the superior 
courts. All courts responding to this Grant Application will be officially notified in writing as soon as 
grant application proposals and funding allocations are approved. Courts awarded funding will have the 
option of accepting or declining their grant award. If any of the selected courts decline their grant award 
amount after Judicial Council allocation approval but before execution of a funding contract with the 
Judicial Council, these funds will be distributed to the next ranking court. If grant awards are declined 
during the AV funding period, these funds will be distributed to courts that are already approved to 
receive Access to Visitation Grant funds through a midyear reallocation, based on a needs assessment of 
all requesting courts, with an opportunity given to courts to submit a justification for why they should 
receive additional funding. Courts will be required to certify, prior to execution of the contract 
agreement, that they have secured a subcontractor. 

mailto:shelly.labotte@jud.ca.gov
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2023grantapplicationworkshops
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

ACCESS TO VISITATION GRANT PROGRAM 
GRANT APPLICATION REVIEWER RATING AND SCORING SHEET FOR 

FISCAL YEARS 2024–25 THROUGH 2026–27 
 

Date of Review: 
 

Lead Applicant Court: Superior Court of California, County of    
 

Funds Requested:    
 

GRG Group Number:    
 

GRG Reviewer Number:    
 
 

SUMMARY OF POSSIBLE SCORES 
 

CATEGORY Total Possible Score 

A. Strength of Program Services 50 points 
 

B. Strength of Partnerships 20 points 
 

C. Evaluation 20 points 
 

D. Budget 10 points 
 

E. Bonus 5 points 

TOTAL: 105 points 
 
 

Each of the above categories contain questions that are assigned a point value. Grant funding recommendations 
will not be based on numeric scores alone. The Judicial Council will also consider geographic diversity 
including population and court size. The Judicial Council makes the final decisions regarding the number and 
amounts of grant funding.  
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PROJECT NARRATIVE  POINTS 
Strength of Program 
Services 
(Question 6) 

A. Will the program start on time? If not, does the 
applicant provide a reasonable explanation regarding 
why? 

 
5 points 

Need for Proposed Services 
(Questions 12, 13) 

B. Does the proposal support the goals of the grant 
program by increasing noncustodial parents’ access to 
and visitation with their children? 

C. Does the proposal describe a particular need for AV 
services for the target population? 

D. Does the proposal describe any innovative or unique 
aspects of their program? 

20 points 

 
Program Service Delivery 
(Question 14) 

E. Does the proposal describe how AV services will 
remove barriers to visitation for families, including: 
location, eligibility, outreach, and cultural competency? 

 
15 points 

 
Safety and Security 
Policies/Procedures 
(Questions 15, 16) 

F. Does the proposal describe safety and security policies 
and procedures for compliance with Standard 5.20 that 
ensures safeguards are in place for serving clients? 

G. Does the proposal describe safety screening measures 
and other protocols that identify and protect victims of 
domestic violence in detail? 

 
10 points 

Strength of Partnerships 
(Questions 17, 18) 

A. Do the proposed AV services appear to complement 
existing court-based programs and services? 

B. Does the proposal describe the applicant’s planned 
coordination and partnership with other existing 
government, community-based, or domestic violence 
services? 

10 points 

Experience 
(Questions 19, 20) 

C. Does the proposal describe the applicant’s background, 
experience, and training of staff to provide the AV 
services? If the applicant does not have that expertise, 
does the applicant describe a plan to obtain the 
necessary experience and expertise? 

D. Does the proposal describe the subcontractor agency’s 
experience and expertise in providing AV services? If a 
subcontractor agency does not have that expertise, how 
does the applicant describe a plan to obtain the 
necessary experience and expertise? 

10 points 

Evaluation 
(Questions 21,22) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A. Does the proposal describe how the applicant will 
evaluate the AV services to determine client 
satisfaction and how program effectiveness and 
efficiency will be measured? 

B. If the applicant is new, does the proposal describe how 
outcomes will be measured and evaluated? If the 
applicant has received an AV grant in the past, does 
the proposal describe how the applicant has made 
changes in service delivery? 

15 points 
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Sustainability 
(Question 23) 

C. Does the proposal describe a sustainability plan that 
includes the applicant’s other sources of support, and 
whether the applicant has sought additional sources of 
funding? 

5 points 

Budget 
(B1-B3) 

A. Does the proposal’s budget show funds allocated to 
minimize administrative costs and support direct 
services to clients as an efficient use of funds? 

B. Does the proposal describe how the applicant court and 
subcontractor plan to monitor compliance with 
statutory and grant requirements? 

10 points 

Bonus Points 
(multi-court and multi- 
agency collaborations 
only) 

 5 points 

Total Points  105 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 

END ATTACHMENT A 
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ATTACHMENT B 
 

CALIFORNIA’S ACCESS TO VISITATION GRANT PROGRAM 
 

GRANT APPLICATION—COURT AND SUBCONTRACTOR BUDGET FORM 
FISCAL YEARS 2024–25 THROUGH 2026–27 

 
(See Attachment B – Blank Budget Form accompanying the grant application in 

Submittable or on website: 
(https://www.courts.ca.gov/cfcc-accesstovisitation.htm) 

 

PROJECT BUDGET FORM (Required–All Applicants) 

This grant is reimbursement-based. Courts must submit monthly invoices for approved allowable expenses 
incurred. Grant funds will be disbursed on a monthly basis once staff has determined that the claims 
comply with all state and federal grant reporting requirements. The applicant must complete sections B1 
through B3 as part of the project budget for this application. 

 
B1: Program Budget: The applicant must include a budget and written budget narrative regarding projected 
program costs and expenditures. Complete Attachment B—Budget Form for the court and 
subcontractor program budget. The budget is the funding allocation plan that shows how the grant funds 
will be spent during the grant-funding period. The budget request under this application is for the first 
contract year only (April 1, 2024–March 31, 2025). The applicant must submit a new budget form each 
fiscal year for purposes of the contract agreement covering the three-year funding cycle. 

 
B2: Summary of Client Services. Please complete the chart below. 

 
AV 

Program 
Service Areas 

Name of 
Applicant 

Court 

Subcontractor 
1 

Subcontractor 
2 

Subcontractor 
3 

Total 
Number of 
Clients to 
be Served 

Total 
Number 
of Hours 
of Client 
Services 

Supervised 

visitation 

      

Supervised 

exchange 

      

Parent 

education 

      

Group 

counseling 

      

TOTAL       

https://www.courts.ca.gov/cfcc-accesstovisitation.htm
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B3: Summary of Court and Subcontractor Program Budget 
Complete the chart below for the court and subcontractor program budget costs and expenditures based on 
Attachment B. 

AV  
PROGRAM 
EXPENSES 

AV Funds 
to Court 

AV 
Funds 

to 
Sub 1 

AV 
Funds 

to 
Sub 2 

AV 
Funds 

to 
Sub 3 

Match 
Court 

Match 
Sub 1 

Match 
Sub 2 

Match 
Sub 3 

Totals 

Court 
Salaries 

 N/A N/A N/A  N/A N/A N/A  

Court 
Fringe 
Benefits 

 N/A N/A N/A      

Subcontract 
or Hourly 
Costs (total 
amount for 
all positions 
including 
fringe 
benefits) 

N/A         

Indirect 
Costs (total 
amount for 
all items) 

 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A  

Other 
Direct Costs 
(total) 

         

Travel and 
Training 

         

 
TOTAL 
EXPENSES 

         

TOTAL 
PROGRAM 
INCOME 

N/A         
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ATTACHMENT C 

CALIFORNIA’S ACCESS TO VISITATION GRANT PROGRAM 

GRANT APPLICATION 
LIST OF COURTS AND GRANT ELIGIBILITY AMOUNT 

FISCAL YEARS 2024–25 THROUGH 2026–27 
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