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Dependency Drug Courts 

Dependency drug courts—also referred to as family treatment drug courts 
and family drug treatment courts—were established to assist the courts and 
child welfare agencies in their efforts to help parents overcome their drug 
dependency and to provide a healthy and safe environment for their 
children. Judges, attorneys, Child Protective Services, and treatment 
personnel work in partnership in a nonadversarial manner toward 
accomplishing shared goals. This collaboration focuses on providing safe, 
nurturing, and permanent homes for children while simultaneously providing 
parents with the necessary support and services needed to address 
substance abuse and addiction concerns. 

Prevalence  
Since the first dependency drug court opened in 1995 in Reno, Nevada, these courts 
have greatly increased in number. There are currently more than 300 dependency 
drug courts across the country and 33 dependency drug courts in 22 counties in 
California.  

Outcomes and Costs 
Studies conducted on dependency drug courts have consistently showed successful 
outcomes. In addition, studies have shown these courts to be cost-effective.  

• One study listed dependency drug courts as one of four models that has been 
successful at addressing co-occurring issues of child maltreatment and 
substance use.i 

• A meta-analysis showed that dependency drug court participants were more 
likely than nonparticipants be reunified with their children without increasing 
the risk for subsequent investigations.ii 

• Researchers have also found that the court programs decrease the number of 
foster care placements iii and the amount of time children spent in foster care, iv 
as well as the time involved with the child welfare system.v, vi 
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• Children of participants have significantly shorter stays in foster care, 
significantly fewer removals from the care of parents or caregivers, and 
significantly fewer placement changes while in foster care.vii 

• Those who completed a dependency drug court program may have fewer 
psychological problems, fewer trauma-related symptoms, and better family 
functioning, as well as higher rates of reunification than those who do not 
complete the program.viii 

• Overall, cost savings result from parents spending less time on probation or in 
jail, as well as from reductions in child welfare and foster care costs. 

Contact: collabjusticecomm@jud.ca.gov  
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