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Dear Vice President Biden,

Established in 1937, the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ) is one
of the largest and oldest judicial membership organizations in the nation, representing
approximately 2,000 members. The NCJFCJ is concerned regarding the movement, as a result of
the Newtown school shootings, to increase the security or police presence in schools. Many
counties across the country experienced significant increases in minor school arrests when police
began to be placed on campus during the 1990s. However, school safety did not improve with
increased police presence and graduation rates fell. When police were placed on school
campuses in Clayton County, Ga., in 1994, the number of referrals from the school system
increased approximately 1,248%. Approximately 90% of these referrals were infractions
previously addressed by administrators.*

Research shows that a first-time arrest doubles the odds that a student will drop out of high
school, and a first-time court appearance quadruples the odds.? The American Psychological
Association, the Council of State Governments, and the Center for Disease Control and
Prevention have all found that extreme discipline, including arrests; predict grade retention,
school dropout, and future involvement in the juvenile and criminal justice systems.® As a result,
students face lasting consequences, not only in the justice system, but also when applying for
college, the military, or a job.*

Too many schools are employing policies and practices of extreme discipline that push young
people out of school and into the juvenile and criminal justice system. The influx of police in
schools has been one of the main contributors to the growing number of children funneled into
this pipeline. Research shows that aggressive security measures produce alienation and mistrust
among students which, in turn, can disrupt the learning environment.® Such restrictive
environments may actually lead to violence, thus jeopardizing, instead of promoting, school
safety.® As part of the discipline reform process, there is a
specific focus on reducing police involvement in routine school
discipline matters, which has led to reduced referrals in recent
years’. Any proposal to place more armed personnel in school
would represent a significant departure from the national trend.
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In March 2012, the NCJFCJ Board of Trustees passed the attached resolution Juvenile Courts and Schools
Partnering to Keep Kids in School and Out of Court, which emphasizes that “school zero tolerance policies
result in increased rates of suspensions, expulsions and referrals to the juvenile justice system, and student
arrests nationwide, while school violence has generally been stable or declining...”. As an alternative to school
zero tolerance policies and additional security or police presence in schools, the NCJFCJ supports:
e school administration discretion and school discipline policies in handling student misbehavior
e the testing and implementation of school-wide violence prevention programs, social skills
curricula, family engagement and positive behavioral supports
e the use of restorative justice practices
¢ the collaboration of the juvenile justice system, schools and community agencies to foster positive
relationships with students to promote student attendance and academic success
e judicially led collaborations to reduce school exclusions with intensive training, technical
assistance and public education.

In July 2012, the NCJFCJ began a new project entitled Judicially Led Responses to Eliminate School Pathways
to the Juvenile Justice System with funding support from the Atlantic Philanthropies, the Public Welfare
Foundation and the Open Society Institute. The goal for this project is to support school engagement and reduce
school expulsion. Any proposal to place more armed personnel in school would be counterproductive to the
success of this project.

Justice is a work in progress. It reflects our society’s ever-evolving belief system and our attempt to define what
is right, what is wrong, and how to deal with the consequences of those choices. The National Council of
Juvenile and Family Court Judges works to ensure justice for every family and every child in every court
throughout this country. We serve an estimated 30,000 professionals in the juvenile and family justice system
including judges, referees, commissioners, court masters and administrators, social and mental health workers,
police, and probation officers.

For those involved with juvenile, family, and domestic violence cases, the NCJFCJ provides the resources,
knowledge and training to improve the lives of families and children seeking justice through the provision of
cutting edge training, wide-ranging technical assistance, and research to assist family courts.

NCJFCJ judges are committed to remain involved in ongoing conversations to craft solutions to enhance
student safety while promoting student school involvement and success. For more information or questions
about our work on this issue, please contact me at the phone number or email below, or contact Chief Executive
Officer Mari Kay Bickett at (775) 784-6046.

Sin rey,

Honorable Michag
NCJFCJ President

Los Angeles Superior Court, Juvenile Division
Phone: (323) 526-6377

E-mail: mnash@Ilasuperiorcourt.org
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