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Prevelance
An alarming number of children who are commercially sexually exploited have prior histories of abuse 
and neglect. A recent study of Bay Area commercially sexually exploited youth found more than 75% of 
the 113 youth studied had experienced child abuse or neglect, and nearly seventy percent had a history 

-

to recruit other youth living in the group home.” 2

becoming homeless. While on the run or homeless, these vulnerable youths are targeted by exploiters. 
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Child Welfare

perfect training for commercial sexual 

say, not knowing where I was going or whether I was allowed to pack my 

take care of me unless they were paid.  So, when my pimp expected me 
to make money to support ‘the family’, it made sense to me.” 1
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        safety planning, and personal development. 

Challenges for Child Welfare Systems

        youth and boys.

        involved.

services and resources our hands 

to turn when they ask for help.  It 
is a crisis.” 4
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