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1. Purpose/Background. U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is committed 
to intelligent, effective, safe and humane enforcement of the nation's immigration laws. 
ICE seeks to enforce immigration laws fairly and with respect for a parent's rights and 
responsibilities. This directive supplements existing ICE enforcement priority 
memoranda. This Directive establishes ICE policy and procedures to address the 
placement, monitoring, accommodation, and removal of certain alien parents. The 
Directive is particularly concerned with the placement, monitoring, accommodation, and 
removal of alien parents or legal guardians who are: 1) primary caretakers of minor 
children without regard to the dependent' s citizenship; 2) parent and legal guardians who 
have a direct interest in family court proceeding involving a minor or child welfare 
proceedings in the United States; and 3) parents or legal guardians whose minor children 
are U.S. citizens (USCs) or lawful permanent residents (LPRs). 

This Directive is intended to complement the immigration enforcement priorities and 
prosecutorial discretion memoranda, as well as other related detention standards and 
policies that govern the intake, detention, and removal of alien parents. The security and 
safety of any ICE employee, detainee, ICE detention staff or member of the public will 
be paramount in the exercise of the procedures and requirements of this Directive. 

2. Policy. ICE personnel should ensure that the agency's immigration enforcement 
activities do not unnecessarily disrupt the parental rights of both alien parents or legal 
guardians of minor children Particular attention should be paid to immigration 
enforcement activities involving: 1) parents or legal guardians who are primary 
caretakers; 2) parents or legal guardians who have a direct interest in family court or 
child welfare proceedings; 3) parents or legal guardians whose minor children are 
physically present in the United States and are USCs or LPRs. ICE will maintain a 
comprehensive process for identifying, placing, monitoring, accommodating, and 
removing alien parents or legal guardians of minor children while safeguarding their 
parental rights. 

3. Definitions. The following definitions apply for the purposes of this Directive only. 

Facilitating Parental Interests in the Course of Civil Immigration Enforcement Activities 


















