Youth Homelessness

Almost 25 Mi I | | 0 N children experienced homelessness in 2013.

That's ] in 30 youth.

Source: American Institutes for Research, America's Youngest Outcasts: A Report Card on Child Homelessness, 14 (2014).
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What Can Juvenile Defenders Do?

() Identify youth experiencing unsafe and/or unstable housing

 Build a trusting relationship with your client that allows them to feel safe to discuss their living situation and work with you to address it.

o [oesthe underlying allegation signal a lack of housing stability? For example, is it a “survival crime” such as shoplifting, loitering,
trespassing, domestic violence, prostitution, etc.?

e |stheclient bouncing between the homes of different family or friends?

e [sthere alease with the youth's name listed as an occupant? Is the parent or guardian's name on the lease (or, for example, are they
living with mom'’s hoyfriend)?

 Didyourclient's family move in with other members of the extended family due to financial hardship?

@ Contextualize charges to the realities of experiencing homelessness

e Arethere ways to negotiate a dismissal ora diversion program due to a client's homelessness?

* How does your client's narrative mitigate for leniency?
() Ensure the youth is not being kept in detention due to unstable housing

o Work with your client to identify alternative housing that may be acceptable to the court, such as family members, neighhors,
group homes, or other non-secure placements?

@ Create an achievable disposition plan that ultimately assists your client in obtaining safe
and stable housing

* Engage your clientin developing a disposition plan that promotes their goals. Many standard conditions of probation may he
challenging or even unattainable for a young person with unstable housing. Propose alternatives that better ensure success.

o Start creating disposition and reentry plans as early as possible and include contingency plans, as circumstances often change with
little to no notice.

@ Partner with civil legal aid attorneys

o Where possible, build internal defender office capacity to address civil legal needs in-house through the development of
expertise and staff positions.

Q. Stay informed

o The ABA's Homeless Youth Legal Network provides information, resources, a legal services directory, and a listserv to foster collaborations
to address existing gaps in civil legal services for youth in the child welfare and juvenile justice systems. www.ambar.org/hyln

o Acollection of legal handbooks for addressing youth homelessness in MN, WA, IL, TX, & NY. Even if that's not your state is not included, the
information may help you identify resources to investigate in your own community. The handbooks cover issues like medical rights, public
benefits, and housing. www.homelessyouth.org

o NJDC's website includes information and resources about the collateral consequences of juvenile adjudications, including the impact of
homelessness. www.njdc.info/collateral-consequences
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