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Mr. Jorge E. Navarrette

Clerk and Executive Officer of the Court
Supreme Court of California

350 McAllister St.

San Francisco, C A 94102

Re: People v. Daniel T. Silveria and John R. Travis — S062417
Oral Argument Set for May 20, 2020

Dear Mr. Navarrette:

On behalf of Appellant John R. Travis, I expect to focus on the follow-
ing issues during oral argument:

Travis AOB Argument I — Trial court ruling precluding counsel from
offering in mitigation of the penalty, at the penalty retrial, a juror and an al-
ternate juror from the first penalty trial, who had become well-acquainted
with Appellant after the first penalty trial.

Travis AOB Argument III — Trial court ruling precluding counsel from
mentioning the word “mercy” during argument to the jury, and refusal to in-
struct on mercy (tethered to the circumstances of the crime and the back-
ground of the offender) as a factor in mitigation.

Each of these issues will also encompass Travis AOB Argument XII —

Facts and legal principles demonstrating prejudice from the various errors at
the penalty retrial.

Very truly yours,

Mark E. Cutler
Counsel for John R. Travis
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