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October 16, 2017

Jorge E. Navarrete

Clerk of the Court/Administrator
Supreme Court of California
350 McAllister Street

San Francisco, CA 94102-4797

RE: People v. Joseph Perez
Supreme Court of the State of California, Case No. S104144

Dear Mr. Navarrete:

At oral argument of this matter, | do not intend to raise any issues on my own. Instead, I
will respond to the questions from the Court and the arguments of opposing counsel. In his focus
letter dated October 12, 2017, counsel for appellant states that he intends to argue:

Argument Ill: The trial judge erred by failing to disqualify himself because of prior
comments that indicated he could not be impartial.

Argument VII: Appellant’s rights were violated when the trial court removed a sworn
and sitting juror during the guilt phase of trial.

Argument XVII: The trial court erred in allowing inadmissible hearsay testimony from a
pathologist who had not been present at the autopsy of the victim.

Argument Il: Lead defense counsel had a conflict of interest, as the trial judge had found
him ineffective in a case pending in the Court of Appeal.

Thank you very much.
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Sincerely,

/s/ John H. Deist

JOHN H. DEIST
Deputy Attorney General
SBN: 136469

XAVIER BECERRA
Attorney General
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